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Mission Statement 

The Barrows/Scribner’s Mill 

will be an accurately recon-

structed early saw mill muse-

um  used for educational pur-

poses to teach the life and 

times of a family operated 

lumbering business.    

Website: scribnersmill.org  

Telephone: 207-583-6455 

What a great turn out we had for the July 6 celebration of the comple-
tion of the interior works and the Scribner’s Mill book signing.  Matthew 
Charlebois welcomed those in attendance and with Peter Hammond was 
in the mill to talk about the completion of the interpretive 1847 sash saw 
works.  Rick Jackson was in the long shed demonstrating the shingle mill.  
Bill Howard was at the forge in the blacksmith shop.  Marilyn Hatch, with 
the help of Maegan Callahan was under the tarp tent signing books, and 
Norm Miner was captivating onlookers as he  demonstrated how to cut 
granite with drills, feathers and wedges.  At the homestead, Martha Den-
ison offered tours of the house; in the barn Cheryl Callahan had her large 
collection of antique quilts on display, and  in the wood shed the Arnott 

Fiddlers  captivated the crowds with their  fiddling.  To top the day off, Kate 
Charlebois and Nancy Dow were in the food booth stirring up root beer 
floats  for those in attendance.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



July 6 Celebration cont.  

Left: Cheryl tell-

ing  the stories of  

her quilts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Arnott fiddlers. 

 

 

 

Below: All smiles for a 

root beer float. 

Below: Bob Withee 

with his model antique 

engine,   

In the mill Debra With-

ee managed the sales 

and guest registry.  

 

 

 

 

Right: Ray Hilton at the ticket booth.  

Last but not least, Tim Pike and Barry 

Sturdivant were in the field directing 

visitors as to where to park their cars. 

July 6 Celebration 

The upcoming ribbon cutting celebration for the comple-

tion of the Mill’s interior sash saw works will include a 

book signing for the recently published Scribner’s Mill; its 
early beginnings, the families, the homestead, and those 

who worked in the mill, authored by Marilyn Hatch.  The 

day will also include an antique quilt show at the home-
stead, entertainment by the Arnott Fiddlers, root beer floats 

to quench our thirst, and those with their antique machin-

ery gathered around the mill site demonstrating their 
unique machines.  As details are finalized they will be ad-

vertised in the local newspapers. 

Scribner’s Mil Book 

The second printing is in the works for the Scribner’s Mill 

book, and will be ready by the 6th of July.  Those who 

have pre-ordered will be receiving their book(s) as soon as 
they come off the press.   

If you can not make it to the July 6 event, you can order 

the book  on line at scribnersmill.org.  Cost is $49.95 for 
the hard  and  $29.95 for the soft cover books. 

Ax collection, 

Of Bourdon Scribner’s axe collection mentioned in last 
year’s Spring Newsletter, SMP selected 22 of the 42 to be 
placed on exhibit.  Of the remaining 20, all but 6 were sold  
last summer’s season.  The 6 remaining will be available  
for sale this summer.   Funds from this sale will go toward 
the continued restoration of the mill site. 

Slip of land 

Bourdon Scribner had in his position a small parcel of land 
on the East side of the river that bordered the south side of 
the bridge and dam.  It was always a wish of SMP that this 
little slip of land would eventually be deeded to SMP to 
ensure access to the downstream section of the remaining 
dam.                                                                                                
This past April, Bourdon’s family deeded this .24 acre 
parcel to Scribner’s Mill Preservation, Inc. including its  
water rights.  Our gratitude to Bourdon’s family.  The im-
portance of this transfer may prove invaluable in the future 
since there are pressures wanting us to remove this remain-
ing section of this historic structure. 

President’s Hammond’s Message  

SMP is fortunate to have Lewis Jones, recently retired 
from his blade sharpening business, who  
travels to the mill from Milo to help us with the barrel 
equipment.               

All blades have been  removed and sharpened or are in the 
process of being sharpened.  The cylinder stave saw was 
not removed but was sharpened and “set” by Lewis.   

The stave saw is still not cutting staves to the correct thick-
ness so that study is on-going.   We are in hopes that a so-
lution will be  forthcoming. 

One thing that Lewis noticed when we had a trial run was 
that the equipment is under-powered and should be turning 
much faster.  He suggested a higher horsepower stationery 
engine be acquired to operate the flat belt system. 

power to properly run the equipment.  If anyone knows of 
such an engine that might be donated please let us know. 

Martha Scribner Denison finishing a tour of the house 

with a number of  the Scribner clan in tow. 

Annual Meeting  

At this year’s annual meeting, on Aug. 21, Martha 

Scribner Denison was elected to the Board as a Direc-
tor.   

Martha is the youngest child of Janyce and Bourdon 

P. Scribner.  She lives in Harrison with her husband 

Hobie.  They have one son, Philip and two grandchil-

dren.  Martha is a RN at Bridgton Hospital, taking 

care of people who are having surgery or special pro-

cedures done.  She has enjoyed traveling the woods 

and back roads of Harrison on her horses since she 

was a young girl.  She loves to be outdoors hiking, 

fishing, kayaking, swimming or camping.  As a mem-

ber of the Harrison Historical Society she has worked 

to preserve the history of Harrison and its families.  

Her first experience with SMPI was as a young girl, 

swimming near the mill and dam with her siblings 

and cousins retrieving rusty metal objects from the 

river.  For years. Martha has given tours of the Scrib-

ner Homestead during our summer season. 

“I joined the SMPI board because I’m so impressed 
by the dedication and amazing work that has hap-

pened at the mill.  It’s my hope that I’ll be able to 
encourage others family members and friends to be-
come more involved . “ 

Ordering a Scribner Book 

Go on-line to scribnersmill.org, scroll down  the 
home page and click on Order Now to place your 

order.  Once the order is placed the book will usually 
be delivered within a week to 10 days.  Read and en-
joy. 

No internet, no problem, send a note and check to PO 
Box 323, Harrison, 04040.   Soft cover $35, hard cov-
er $50 (add $3 for postage).   



Re-gifting Items Not Wanted and New Friends Made 

It was amazing that within a short period of time, new 

homes were found for the unwanted items that had been 

gifted to SMPI over the years.  With limited storage space,  

SMPI will be considering a collection policy to guide what 

will be accepted in the future.  

 One of the items stored in Scott’s barn was a very large 

conveyor used to bring blocks of ice harvested from a pond 

up and into an ice house.  When John Hatch accepted the 

Philo Hewlett ice harvesting collection for our ice house, 

this conveyor was a part of that collection.  Since SMPI had 

no way to use this item, let alone store it, we set out to find 

it a new home.  After a few calls, we were directed to the 

Curran Homestead Village and director Robert Schmick.    

The ice block conveyor is now at it’s new home in Orring-

ton, ME and Robert is excited about being associated with 

Scribner’s mill.   

The last item to go from Scott’s barn were parts of a shingle 

mill.  They are now in Mr. Stacy’s barn in Woolrich.    

 Good-by Caterpillars 

John Hatch had a pension for collecting things, such as clocks, old 

tools, tractors, used Ford vans, Caterpillars, and according to his 

son unfinished projects.   Mr. Stackpole, of Cushing, has added 

two of John’s three Caterpillars to his own collection.  In the near 

future, he will be back to collect the third one from behind the 

Homestead barn.   Just one tractor left to find a new home. 

Following the Generations 

At the July 6 event, Bruce Calef (5th generation Scrib-
ner) and his wife Linda were in attendance.  After the 
day’s event was over, Bruce was asked if he would pose 

with  pictures of his ancestors.  You be the judge as to 
his resemblance to that of his forebears. 

 From left to right: Cyrus (second generation), Elijah (first gen-

eration) and Bruce (fifth generation).   

Update on Rebuilding a Storage Shed 

When we realized that the size of shed we wanted would 

not fit on the mill property, our neighbors, the Rollins, 

were asked if they would deed a slip of their property to 

SMPI. With their affirmative answer, the addition was 

surveyed, and a deed drawn up.  Another delay was 

learning that we needed to have the total property sur-

veyed and needing to have the permit reviewed  and per-

mitted by the  Planning Board for approval.  Hopefully 

we will have all paper ready to submit the end of this 

month for the Nov. 6 Planning Board meeting. 

Moving Day 

With the delay in our 

plan to build the stor-

age shed and the clos-

ing of Scott’s property 

on October 30th, we 

were pressured to 

move the gifted items 

to any corner we could 

find  at the mill & 

Homestead.  Thanks to 

Wendell Scribner and 

his tractor with a fork 

lift, Dale and Jesse 

Scribner, and a contin-

gency of SMP mem-

bers, all items were 

successfully moved  to a temporary home. 

President Hammond’s Message  
Next year will mark two centuries of Maine statehood.  

Scribner's Mill plans to participate in this celebration with an all 

day event similar to our former "Back to the Past at Scribner’s 

Mill” on  Labor Day, Monday September 7.   Mark your calen-

dar as a reminder. 

Demonstrations and special exhibits are being planned.  Watch 

for more information in the next newsletter and think about how 

you can participate in this Bicentennial event as a volunteer or 

exhibitor.  



Membership Renewal/Gift Form 
Send checks made payable to Scribner's Mill Preservation, to: 
 Stuart Reynolds, 415 Ridge Rd., Bowdoinham, ME 04008 

 
Name___________________________________ 
 
Address _______________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip ___________________________________ 
 
Select membership level of support: 
___ Student $5   ____ Individual $15    ____ Family $30 
 
___ Sustaining $25   ____ Corporate/Patron $50  ____ Benefactor $100 
 
___ Life $500    ____ Jessie P. Scribner Club $1000 (Name placed on a plaque located at the 
          Mill and life membership awarded.) 
 
____ I would like to give a special donation to be added to the STK Foundation grant.  
 

Your continued support is appreciated.   
 

Contributions are tax deductible within legal limits for income tax purposes. 

Scribner’s Mill Preservation, Inc.                         
PO Box 323                                         
Harrison, ME 04040 


