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Mission Statement 

The Barrows/Scribner’s Mill 

will be an accurately recon-

structed early saw mill muse-

um  used for educational pur-

poses to teach the life and 

times of a family operated 

lumbering business.    

Website: scribnersmill.org  

Telephone: 207-583-6455 

Interior Work Almost Finished 

By the time this newsletter reaches you the flooring for the brow and ramp 
will have been installed.  The iron ratchet rim for the wrag wheel, that 
moves the carriage forward, will soon be delivered in time to put all the 
remaining parts in place for Scribner’s Mill Preservation (SMP) to celebrate 
the completion of the interpretative 1847 sash saw works on Saturday July 
6, 2019 from 1 -  5. 

Member Barry Sturdivant will complete the interpretive display by deliver-
ing 24’ logs for the brow, the carriage and ramp.   

Historic Note: Scribner’s Mill is unique from the other early sash saw mills 
in the USA because it’s construction was chronicled in a diary of Dr. Horace 
A. Barrows, a financier of the mill.  Dr. Barrows had a habit of  keeping a 
daily diary in which he told of his patients, his family, what was happening 
in Bolsters Mills, and to our good fortune, the news from the “new sawmill 
enterprise”.   His adopted daughter, obviously felt that his diaries were 
worthy of saving and gave them to the Maine Historical Society, located in 
Portland, where they are available for unrestricted public use.   And use 
them we did in our interpretation of the interior works.  You will find these 
entries as an attachment in the Scribner’s Mill book. 



A Grant and Donations 

There is no limit of gratitude that Scribner’s Mill Preservation 

can express to the Steven and Tabitha King Foundation for 

their $35,000 grant.  What a pleasant surprise it was to re-

ceive an envelope with the Foundation’s return address with a 

$35,000 check enclosed.  When writing the grant it was esti-

mated that it would take four months.  Instead it has taken 

almost four years.  The grant never took into account the ob-

stacles we would encounter, obtaining replacement materials, 

finding a specialist to provide 19th century  technology, and 

the over all implementation of  the project.   

Additional funds in the amount of $5,869 for this project, 

came from SMP, memorial  gifts in memory of John Hatch 

and Bourdon Scribner, and  a donation from Mr. Stackpole 

who removed the crane used in the construction of the granite 

barrier wall and the raising of the mill.  Note: After some 

tinkering, Mr. Stackpole found that the old crane still works.  

Scott Hatch (the Barn Wright)  There was no hesitation, on the 

part of the SMP’s Board, as to who to hire to create the interior 

works in the mill.  No one else in the area had the knowledge of 

how to go about accomplishing this job except Scott Hatch.  He had 

the tools, machinery, and skills.  He also had the life long know-

how he received by 

being his father’s 

son and spending his 

summers (from age 

10) with John at 

Scribner’s Mill.  

Even with a major 

change in his life, he 

found the time to do 

the work.  

Right: Scott  is fit-

ting a carriage wheel 

on the underneath 

side of the log car-

riage. 

Matthew Charlebois Matthew should be nominated for Volunteer 

of the Year.  Without a doubt, his master craftsmanship took over 

when fine craftsman-

ship was needed.  

When available, he 

worked with Scott as 

his right hand man 

and puzzled with him 

as to how to execute 

components of the 

job. 

  Right: Matthew is 

showing the wrag 

wheel he fashioned 

July 6 Celebration 

The upcoming ribbon cutting celebration for the comple-
tion of the Mill’s interior sash saw works will include a 

book signing for the recently published Scribner’s Mill; its 
early beginnings, the families, the homestead, and those 

who worked in the mill, authored by Marilyn Hatch.  The 
day will also include an antique quilt show at the home-

stead, entertainment by the Arnott Fiddlers, root beer floats 
to quench our thirst, and those with their antique machin-

ery gathered around the mill site demonstrating their 
unique machines.  As details are finalized they will be ad-

vertised in the local newspapers. 

Scribner’s Mil Book 

The second printing is in the works for the Scribner’s Mill 

book, and will be ready by the 6th of July.  Those who 
have pre-ordered will be receiving their book(s) as soon as 

they come off the press.   

If you can not make it to the July 6 event, you can order 
the book  on line at scribnersmill.org.  Cost is $49.95 for 

the hard  and  $29.95 for the soft cover books. 

Ax collection, 

Of Bourdon Scribner’s axe collection mentioned in last 
year’s Spring Newsletter, SMP selected 22 of the 42 to be 
placed on exhibit.  Of the remaining 20, all but 6 were sold  
last summer’s season.  The 6 remaining will be available  
for sale this summer.   Funds from this sale will go toward 
the continued restoration of the mill site. 

Slip of land 

Bourdon Scribner had in his position a small parcel of land 
on the East side of the river that bordered the south side of 
the bridge and dam.  It was always a wish of SMP that this 
little slip of land would eventually be deeded to SMP to 
ensure access to the downstream section of the remaining 
dam.                                                                                                
This past April, Bourdon’s family deeded this .24 acre 
parcel to Scribner’s Mill Preservation, Inc. including its  
water rights.  Our gratitude to Bourdon’s family.  The im-
portance of this transfer may prove invaluable in the future 
since there are pressures wanting us to remove this remain-
ing section of this historic structure. 

President’s Hammond’s Message  

SMP is fortunate to have Lewis Jones, recently retired 
from his blade sharpening business, who  
travels to the mill from Milo to help us with the barrel 
equipment.               

All blades have been  removed and sharpened or are in the 
process of being sharpened.  The cylinder stave saw was 
not removed but was sharpened and “set” by Lewis.   

The stave saw is still not cutting staves to the correct thick-
ness so that study is on-going.   We are in hopes that a so-
lution will be  forthcoming. 

One thing that Lewis noticed when we had a trial run was 
that the equipment is under-powered and should be turning 
much faster.  He suggested a higher horsepower stationery 
engine be acquired to operate the flat belt system. 

power to properly run the equipment.  If anyone knows of 
such an engine that might be donated please let us know. 

July 6 Celebration 

The upcoming ribbon cutting celebration for the com-
pletion of the Mill’s interior sash saw works will in-
clude a book signing for the recently published Scrib-
ner’s Mill; its early beginnings, the families, the 

homestead, and those who worked in the mill, au-
thored by Marilyn Hatch.  The day will also include 
an antique quilt show at the homestead, entertainment 
by the Arnott Fiddlers, root beer floats to quench our 
thirst, and those with their antique machinery gath-
ered around the mill site demonstrating their unique 
machines.  As details are finalized they will be adver-
tised in the local newspapers. 

Scribner’s Mill Book 

The second printing is in the works for the Scribner’s 
Mill book, and will be ready by the 6th of July.  
Those who have pre-ordered will be receiving their 
book(s) as soon as they come off the press.   

If you can not make it to the July 6 event, you can 
order the book  on line at scribnersmill.org.  Cost is 
$49.95 for the hard  and  $29.95 for the soft cover 
books. 

Ax collection, 

Of Bourdon Scribner’s axe collection mentioned in 
last year’s Spring Newsletter, SMP selected 22 of the 
42 to be placed on exhibit.  Of the remaining 20, all 
but 6 were sold  during last summer’s season.  The 6 
remaining will be available  for sale this summer.   
Funds from this sale will go toward the continued 
restoration of the mill site. 

Slip of land 

Bourdon Scribner had in his possession a small parcel 
of land on the east side of the river that bordered the 
south side of the bridge and dam.  It was always a 
wish of SMP that this little slip of land would eventu-
ally be deeded to SMP to ensure access to the down-
stream section of the remaining dam.                                                                                                
This past April, Bourdon’s family deeded this .24 
acre parcel to Scribner’s Mill Preservation, Inc. in-
cluding its  water rights.  Our gratitude to Bourdon’s 
family.  The importance of this transfer may prove 
invaluable in the future since there are pressures 
wanting us to remove this remaining section of this 
historic structure. 

Annual Meeting set for August 21 

A Bar-B-Q is panned  for this year’s annual meeting to be 
held on Wednesday August 21, at 5:00.  Mark your calen-
dar now. 

Unwanted gift 

A donation of mounted tires were left in the Long Shed.   
A new home is needed for them.  There must be an antique 
auto buff out there.  If so call 207-583-6455. 



 Our next project:  

Rebuilding the Steam Shed 

Projects, projects, projects, there  

seems to be a long list of them to 

tackle.  Once a year  the Scribner 

Board looks at this list and de-

cides what is the most pressing 

project to start next.  What is a 

priority many times gets pushed 

down the list to give way to an-

other which, all of a sudden, be-

comes one of a higher im-

portance.  This year we looked at 

all the important items that we 

have acquired for the mill, usually 

by donation.  Many of them have 

been in storage. Unfortunately 

this storage space will no longer 

be available for us.  Therefore, the 

emerging priority this year was, 

originally, the reconstruction  of  

a building that stood next to the 

river called the steam shed, for 

use as storage until one by one 

they  can be move to a permanent 

location.   

The original shed was used to 

steam wood that was then split 

into  blanks to make items like  

table legs.   

When the Harrison Planning 

Board was approached they in-

formed us that they will not give 

approval to rebuild next to the 

river due to the permitting com-

plexities.  So, we will be seeking 

a building permit to rebuild it 

100’ away from the river in line 

with the Long Shed.  

The shed will be a timber frame 

and we are hoping to have a Tim-

ber Framing workshop in con-

junction with this project.  

More information will become 

available as the application and 

planning proceeds forward. 

 

Drawing by Matthew Charlebois 

President Hammond’s Message  
SMP is fortunate to have Lewis Jones, recently retired from his blade sharpening 
business, who travels to the mill from Milo once a month to help us with the barrel 
equipment. 

To date, all blades have been  removed and sharpened or are in the process of be-
ing sharpened.  The cylinder stave saw was not removed but sharpened and the 
teeth “set” by Lewis.   

The stave saw is still not cutting staves to the correct thickness so that study is on-
going.   We are in hopes that a solution will be  forthcoming. 

One thing that Lewis noticed when we had a trial run, was that the equipment is 

under-powered and should be turning much faster.  He suggested a higher horse-

power stationery engine be acquired to operate the flat belt system to  

run it properly.   

If anyone knows of such an engine that might be obtained or donated, please con-

tact me at 743-5277. 

Our thanks to Lewis for offering his knowledge and expertise.  

 

 
 
 



Membership Renewal/Gift Form 
Send checks made payable to Scribner's Mill Preservation, to: 
 Stuart Reynolds, 415 Ridge Rd., Bowdoinham, ME 04008 

 
Name___________________________________ 
 
Address _______________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip ___________________________________ 
 
Select membership level of support: 
___ Student $5   ____ Individual $15    ____ Family $30 
 
___ Sustaining $25   ____ Corporate/Patron $50  ____ Benefactor $100 
 
___ Life $500    ____ Jessie P. Scribner Club $1000 (Name placed on a plaque located at the 
          Mill and life membership awarded.) 
 
____ I would like to give a special donation to be added to the STK Foundation grant.  
 

Your continued support is appreciated.   
 

Contributions are tax deductible within legal limits for income tax purposes. 

Scribner’s Mill Preservation, Inc.                         
PO Box 323                                         
Harrison, ME 04040 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






